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Characteristics of a Speech to Inform

Informative 
Speeches

Sharing 
Knowledge

Provide new 
information

The history of tea during 
the Tang Dynasty

Enhancing 
Understanding

Understand 
ideas better

Why Tea Color Changes 
the Taste

Enabling 
Application

Use information 
in real life

How to Brew Tea at 
Home



Informative vs. Persuasive

Informative:
You only share facts. 
You do NOT try to 
change opinions.

Persuasive:
You want the audience 
to agree with you or 
change behavior.

Remember: Listeners may still form their own opinions. That’s 
fine. Your job is to stay neutral.



Speeches about People
•Example topic: Lang Lang – the famous Chinese pianist

Lang Lang
郎朗 Topical 

Organization
Explain different 
aspects of his life

(1) His practice habits; (2) His 
international awards; (3) His 
music charity work

Chronological 
Organization

Tell the story of his life 
in time order

(1) Childhood in Shenyang; 
(2) Studying in Beijing; (3) 
International success



Speeches about Objects (物体)
•Example topic: The Chinese drone brand DJI

DJI Topical Explain different uses
(1) Filming movies; (2) 
Farming inspections; (3) 
Search and rescue

Chronological Explain how it was 
created

(1) First model in 2013; (2) 
Improvements over time; (3) 
Current technology

Spatial Describe parts (1) Camera; (2) Propellers; 
(3) Battery system



Speeches about Places (地点)
•Example topic: The Forbidden City (Beijing)

紫禁城 Topical Emphasize different 
aspects

(1) Architecture style; (2) Life 
of emperors; (3) Modern 
museum exhibits

Chronological Show history over time
(1) Built in Ming Dynasty; (2) 
Changes in Qing Dynasty; (3) 
Today as a tourist site

Spatial Describe physical 
layout

(1) Outer Court 
(ceremonies); (2) Inner Court 
(living quarters); (3) Gardens



Speeches about Activities & Events 
(活动与事件)

•Example topic: "Double 11" Shopping Festival

Topical Explain significance
(1) History of the event; (2) 
Popular products; (3) Impact 
on delivery workers

Chronological Show sequence
(1) Before Nov 11 (pre-sale); 
(2) On Nov 11 (flash sales); 
(3) After (returns & shipping)

Causal Explain cause & effect
(1) Cause: Alibaba created it 
in 2009; (2) Effect: Changed 
how young people shop



Speeches about Processes (步骤/过程)
•Example topic: How to apply for a Chinese passport online

Chronological Step by step (most 
common)

(1) Book appointment on 
WeChat; (2) Prepare 
documents; (3) Go to the 
office; (4) Wait for delivery

Topical Explain different 
aspects

(1) Required documents; (2) 
Fees & processing time; (3) 
Common mistakes to avoid



Speeches about Concepts (概念/抽象想法)

Example topic: "Face" (面子) in Chinese culture

Topical Discuss definitions & 
examples

(1) What "face" means; (2) 
How to give face; (3) How to 
lose face (with examples 
from daily student life)

✅ Tip: Use concrete stories to explain abstract 
ideas. For example: 
"When a someone refuses to sing at a KTV party, 
they are protecting their face."



Speeches about Conditions (状况/健康话题)

Example topic: Myopia (nearsightedness) among Chinese university 
students

Topical Answer key questions
(1) What is myopia? (2) What 
causes it? (3) How to prevent 
it? (4) Is there a cure?

Other examples: Social anxiety, insomnia, stress 
from exams.



Speeches about Issues (争议话题)

Example topic: Should middle schools ban smartphones on campus?

Topical (safer) Easier to stay objective

(1) Arguments for banning; 
(2) Arguments against 
banning; (3) Current policies 
in Chinese schools

Pro-Con 
(careful) May sound persuasive

✅ Present both sides 
equally. ❌ Don't show your 
personal opinion.



Let’s check our understanding

People Objects Places Activities Processes Concepts Issues

We know that informative speeches can be about the following categories. 
Read and match them to their examples:

Guochao (国
潮): young 

people prefer 
national brands

Zhangjiajie (张
家界): glass 

bridge built on 
a cliff

Gaokao (高考): 
2026 policy 
changes for 

rural students

Joker Xue (薛
之谦): from 
loser to top 

singer

Sleeping in (睡
懒觉): why 

students wake 
up late

Taobao (淘宝): 
"blackout" 

feature hides 
purchase 
history

Claude AI (克
劳德): how to 

set it up on 
your phone



Listening: Five Informative Speeches
Listen to five short speeches and complete the key information about them. 

https://expressmastery.com/public_speaking/unit_6_speeches/ 

https://expressmastery.com/public_speaking/unit_6_speeches/


Line-up 4!
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To place a chip on a square, recite one piece of information from 
the corresponding card. Line up four pieces of the same colour 
horizontally, vertically or diagonally and YOU WIN! 



Time to Present:
People

Choose one topic card and deliver a short speech about it. Remember to use an appropriate tone 
of voice and active body language (eye contact, point at the information on the slide, move your 
hands)
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Time to Present:
Places
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Time to Present:
Processes

Choose one topic card and deliver a short speech about it. Remember to use an appropriate tone 
of voice and active body language (eye contact, point at the information on the slide, move your 
hands)



Homework:

Plan the organizational pattern of your group presentation

Pattern When to use it

Chronological To show events in time order (past 
→ present → future)

Topical To divide the topic into 2-4 subtopics 
or parts

Spatial
To describe physical space (top → 
bottom, inside → outside, left → 
right)

Causal To explain causes and effects (reason 
→ result)

Pro-Con To show both sides of an issue (for 
→ against)


