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Public
Speaking

Unit 2, Topic 2: Researching your
topic and writing a plan
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Current situation:

You can find tons of information with

a single click. Al can write your / \
... assignments in seconds. It can also do f education is what you’re
*  basically any task for you. i
left with after you forget
The problem: everything you've learned,

99‘? * How much of that information can

e 42 D you actually remember?

* What if Al is not available to help the best skill for . . . growing
) you?

information literacy must be

up in the information age.

—Jenny Sinclair®

/

* Learn to ask the right \\
guestions

e Learn where to look
for the answers




Review & Consolidation: Topic,

Ol purpose, and thesis statement
Information sources: reliability

0= iceberg

03 | Topic &: Researching your topic
Academic sources: journals and

04 scholarly websites

e Personal work: Developing your

research plan




Match the key term to its definition and example:

A statement combining
general purpose,
audience, and goal

( Brainstorming

The broad goal (inform,

(General purpose

persuade, entertain)

. The central idea of your
Specific purpose speech in one sentence
(Thesis statement Ge.neratlr)g many ideas
without judging them
(Cesdie2odidon)

Review: Topic, purpose, and thesis statement

To persuade

Implementing clear regulations for
electric scooters on campus will
improve student safety and reduce
traffic conflicts

Campus safety — speed limit —
regulations — protecting pedestrians
—accidents & injuries — legal issues

To persuade the audience that the
university should implement clear
regulations for the use of electric
scooters on campus.




Which picture shows a Venn dlagram’?

&




If you want to persuade your audience, which graph is a better
choice to plan your speech?




Speech Purpose: Be a tour guide!

()@ @ &)

Don’t rush! Step by step You're the Start where Don’t change
guide  theaudienceis  gjrection so much

Speech = Trip ‘

Lead them to a
new place




V)| Writing a Thesis Statement
=" Choose the best thesis statement:

ING verb + main topic + IS + adjective + FOR + area that is affected or influenced

INGBH] + 1Z D EB + 2 + TR + 0T 6 T + S2R2 M BLEE M A8 5

[ Topic: Academic Development / Mental Health J

Practicing daily mindfulness
1s revolutionary for student
productivity.

The benefits of mindfulness
at school include lower stress
and better focus.

You should practice
mindfulness to be more
productive at school.




Consolidation: Topic, purpose, and thesis statement

Use the worksheet to summarise the information about your speech: / 15 mins

In this unit, we learnt how to use mind maps, Venn diagrams, and Persuasion Maps\

/ Public Speaking Course, Spring 2026
to organize speech ideas. Use this page to draw your favorite type of graphic organizer
Class: displaying the ideas you would like to talk about in your speech:
wARTR, RNFITNEAEABLSE. £ BEMIRERERTFBH.

Unit 2: Selecting a Topic & Purpose AERERLHGERERNERARE, BRER BRI HIEE.

1. Look at the following examples of how you can phrase your speech purpose:

iR H R 6

@y the audience
g (1o Inform R o aias @ the health risks of vaping
(7 To Persuade | my teachers i .
ii§ To convince stop vaping
my basketball team
[To Entertain 1
: e TZ arl:mae 2L @a funny story from childhood [ )

‘ '\ ’ Pite dOWn 11. Read the following information on how to write a good thesis statement for your D Pal U U y O uP
speech: o
ING verb + main topic + IS + adjective + FOR + area that is affected or influenced d
mind map,

] ] P B INGBHT] + Bl R + J& + TR + 6t /0t 1 + 52 B v sl B ) 43087 2
yo toplc, LEWEESEN + 2+ BXTE + 2 + QUEBREIFRMS
Venn

Improving student engagement is crucial for creating a positive learning

p ose ? ezn:&ltr;n:;’{;»’r + R+ A+ MT + KRTRERBTF (]
diagram or

Promoting technological innovation is highly beneficial for achieving

a;nd theSis sustainable development. ? |
Persuasio

1II. Now use the chart below to write the topic, purpose, and thesis statement of your

st ateme nt individual speech: ‘
Z e \
n Map STTE<
General Purpose: O To inform O To persuade O To entertain ',.1 - ",.'
Specific Purpose: \ ) ‘I
'..\ s g e | |
Thesis . ‘m |
e
2 . J

s




Information Sources: Reliability iceberg
Reliable = 7] 5E 1)
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Evaluating reliability of information sources

Watch the video and then answer the FIVE questions on this slide:

/ Question S5: \\

Which source is
unreliable®

a) Government website
Teaching witheul fvibls b) Scientific journal
c) Personal blog

@ University study /

Teaching Without Frills. How to Evaluate Sources for Reliability. Retrieved from:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=q1k8rcYUmbQ



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=q1k8rcYUmbQ

Unj\t 2 Researchmg your

N L
1 S
Jstor.org 2
4 JSTOR
Wanfang Data Elsevier
2 ENEN%?!E U ELSEVIER

To prepare for your speech, you need to consult and READ
at least ONE academic article from a reliable and
reputable database (Publication year: after 2020)

\\

Choose your sources

Where do you prefer to find information?

] The internet
Example: Doubao, Deepseek, Baidu, etc.

[]Friends or family
Interviews & discussions

[1The library
Books, magazines, newspapers

[1Mass media
television, radio, social networks (Xiao
Hongshu, Weibo, etc.)

[1The library
Books, magazines, newspapers

[]Academic databases
Wanfang Data, CALIS, CNKI(H [E %01 %)

Jstore, Project Muse, Elsevier




Searching Academic Databases:
Boolean Operators




Operator (IBE4T)

AND (Ff:H)

OR (B #)

NOT (A EL4E)

Boolean Operators (GEHFXGEX R

What it does (EH)

Narrows search. Finds
results with all terms.
i NMERTEHE. BERE
& BT R 1Y) SR

Broadens search. Finds

results with any of the
terms.

PFREREE. ARG
B AR TR < H UR] Y SR

Narrows search by
excluding terms.
T I EBR EER Fr /N

Example (7~41)

mindfulness AND

productivity
1E& AND TAERR

university OR college
K22 OR Eif%

apple NOT fruit
SER NOT K3

Result (R4 R 1HHH)

Finds articles that
mention both topics.

75 I 4 RS A
R SRR o

Finds articles that use
either word (useful for
synonyms).

A A FH H A E A —A
WS SR GEH T (A
MR

Finds articles about the
company, not the fruit.
BARRXT IR AT
rﬁ?ii HeBR T K RIS
AN o




/ Boolean Operators (GEF XUEX R

Use Parentheses to Group Terms (Nesting)

Combine operators like a math equation to build complex searches.

BEE A HASEER, WEERINEER.

Example (7~#):
("renewable energy" OR "solar power") AND policy

Explanation (f#%5):

This tells the database: Find me "renewable energy" or "solar power," but the result must
also include "policy."

XEFHAEE: B4R EE [renewable energy]| % [solar power] [FJSCik, {HAE 24k
Rrpik e E [policy] .

N L




Boolean Operators (G IUEXRE)

-

Write down FIVE examples of search words you would use to find an
academic article about your speech topic.

Task:

Example:
« '"social media" AND sleep AND students

young adults

« ("fast food" OR "junk food") AND "health problems" AND

~

/




Searching Academic Databases:

1L

Use your computer or tablet to
search the suggested academic
databases.

.

Download a relevant paper, print it,
read it, and bring it next class.




